Message from the Organizers  by Ciolan, Lucian et al.
 Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  142 ( 2014 )  1 – 4 
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
ScienceDirect
1877-0428 © 2014 Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/).
Peer-review under responsibility of the Alexandru Ioan Cuza University.
doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.07.577 
CIEA 2014 
Message from the Organizers 
 
The volume Adult Education in Universities. Local and Regional Perspectives continues the series of 
successive issues related to each of the editions of the International Conference on Adult Education but also to other 
events or projects developed by the Lifelong Learning Institute of Alexandru Ioan Cuza University from Iaúi, 
Romania. After publishing: 
 
2010, Preparing the workforce for the information society, Publishing House of "Alexandru Ioan Cuza" University 
of Iaúi; 
2006, Pupil-centred educational strategies, UNICEF, Bucharest; 
2006, Standards and requirements in adult education, Sedcom Libris, Publishing House, Iasi; 
2006, Legislation and context in adult education, Publishing House of "Alexandru Ioan Cuza" University of Iaúi; 
2003, Communication in Adult Education, Institutul European, Iaúi; 
2002, Institutions of adult education, Spiru Haret Publishing House, Iaúi; 
 
presented in a reversed order, the most recent issue related to the 4th edition of the International Conference on 
Adult Education is focused on the role of Universities in the adults’ training process. 
The theme was imposed, on one hand, by the statute of the co-organizers – higher education institutions 
belonging to the UNIVERSITARIA Consortium from Romania and IACEHOF, Outrech University, Oklahoma 
USA, preoccupied by guaranteeing the preservation of the role in the new contexts, and on the other hand, by the 
importance of the theme for the trainers who’s mission is to offer education programs in accordance to the needs and 
requirements of the labour market. It is a period of great challenges for both sides, either we talk about graduates’ 
professional competencies, or about the permanent vocation of the University or about emergences and tendencies 
difficult to identify, improve and control by their impact for keeping the over-competencies provided by the 
academic environment. 
The volume bears the imprint of the events that defined the manifestation of 27th – 30th of April 2013 but also the 
LLL Day1 of the University of Bucharest – marked by the answers of two personalities who were conferred the title 
of Professor Honoris Causa2 and by the intervention of the other participants3. Questions from different academic 
 
 
1 International event dedicated to celebrating 150 years of existence of the University of Bucharest  
2 Prof. dr. Heribert Hinzen, IIZ DVV Bonn, Germany and Prof. Dr. James Pappas , Outrech University, Oklahoma USA 
3 Prof. dr. Romita Iucu, vice Rector, prof. dr. Magdalena Iordache-Platis vice Rector, Prof Dr Lucian Ciolan, Dean of the Faculty 
of Educational Sciences , Prof. dr Catalina Ulrich, Director of the Department of Educational Sciences, Prof.dr. LaurenĠiu ùoitu, 
Director of the Lifelong Learning Institute, Alexandru Ioan Cuza University from Iaúi 
2   Lucian Ciolan et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  142 ( 2014 )  1 – 4 
spaces of the world were asked in order to find out what else can and needs to be done in the Universities during the 
new phase in the development of the society!? Did these institutions choose the best ways in their strategies of 
survival and affirmation? Do they assure the expression of excellence for a place in which students and professors, 
researchers not only acquire, know and acknowledge values but also become creators of values? Is the University 
the guarantee for preserving the fundamental values, essential to the human being. Does University offer the 
certitude of continuity and supremacy regarding value judgements over the material existence assessments? 
Thus, regardless the volume authors’ affiliation, their geographical origin, the articles are covering topics such as: 
Adult Education in Universities, Strategies and Programs – developed here -, Technologies and Adult Education – 
emphasizing their role for the current generation of professors, researchers and, of course, students but with 
preoccupations for what the new technologies could bring to the higher education institution, to the didactical staff 
but also to the future adults, some of them being recognized as having native digital skills. 
 
Organizers 
 
Lucian Ciolan   RomiĠă Iucu   Mariana Momanu  LaurenĠiu ùoitu 
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